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classics

d.203

oral tradition

architecture of argument
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authority

creative

de-contextualize

open

r.141-87BC

79-166



14  2007

Grand Way [of the Sages] minor / lesser way

tension

truth

grand scholar

pedant

philological approach

atomisation of the Grand 

Way [of the Sages] / lit. smashing the Grand Way into small pieces

heterogeneous

message
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scripture

personification

apotheosis

canonical reading

biblical reading

religious fundamentalism

intellectual tolerance
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individualism individualistic approach

discourse methods environment

pop
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dynamics of readings
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linguistic paradigm
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1

internal logic

architecture of arguments

context

1 “Did the Master Instruct his Followers to Attack Heretics? 
A Note on Readings of Lunyu 2.16”

? 2.16
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message

message
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d.158

reformed “chapter and verse” 

format
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1. Introduction to the Mencius

2. Mencius Chapters and verses as proper

Annotations on the Mencius

1. Mencius Postface 2

2. Exploration of topics

261

1. 

1B.10 2A.6

1B.10

3 2A.6

2 20b
3 14a
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4

2. purpose and aim

1B.8
5 7B.1

6

3. 

2A.9

7

hierarchy of text levels

4. 

6A.3

8

4 16a
5 12b
6 1b
7 18b
8 3a



24  2007

a b

a = b a b a b

apple fruit fruit apple

1. 1.1

follow / behind in time or 

space descendent / posterity speak / happy



25

happy 9 garden park 10 1.2

work / artisan

hundred artisans stand / erect / establish

establish rightness 11 1.3

where how how son / wife and son

wife and son some someone 12

2. where / 

whither / how how which / who who 13

hinder / stop / oppose stop 14

3. this being 

so / why / what about it why is like what

is like what 15

4. for this 

reason therefore 16

9 1A
10 3a
11 4A 5B1
12 5B 1B 7A
13 1A
14 8b 7a

15 2B 6B
16 1B
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1. 1B.15

[It] is held by generations

[hereditary] land

The land is what the forbearers received. 

They held it for generations 17

2. 6A.14

how could mouth and 

belly then be regarded as just a foot or an inch of skin

how could mouth and belly fatten 

and grow into [the size of] only a foot or an inch of skin
18

3. 3A.5

I am definitely willing to see

I am always willing to see him
19

4.

1A.3 It’s not me. It’s 

17 18a
18 14b
19 15b-16a
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the weapon / blade It’s not me. The 

weapon / blade itself killed him
20

5. 

1A.7

dialogue structure

[ ]

21

6. 

1A.1

humaneness and rightness the Way of 

humaneness and rightness 22 1B.4

feudal lords’ rules laws and regulations 

20 6a
21 9a-10a
22 1b
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of the feudal lords 23

7. 

2B.10 I wish 

central state and The king wishes 

to in the centre of the state / capital 24

7B.23

go to / arrive at the countryside 25

8. 1B.1

If the king’s love for music is 

profound then If the king 

truly can profoundly love the music of antiquity then 26

9. 5B.9

What [kind of] ministers 

is the king asking [about] 27

10. 7A.34

To trust [one’s conduct] in 

important matters based on [his conduct] in minor matters – how 

could this be possible How

could scruples over minor [matters] lead to trust over big ones 28

3B.3 Gentleman’s 

23 1b
24 7a
25 8b
26 1a
27 15b
28 14a
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difficulties to take office why [is that]

Why does a gentleman find it so hard to take office? 29

29 4b-5a
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31
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Arthur Waley

Confucianism

misnomer 

interpretation

indoctrination
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reception

reading appreciation and 
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reception

information make sense of 

the gaps gaps

biblical studies

Gadamer Schleiermacher

hermeneutics

philology

Gadamer hermeneutics

Gadamer
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Gadamer

foreign

foreign

foreign

common 

sensical answer common sense
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